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to be affected by the other ingredients present, also on account
of the real or supposed advantage on the side of health fulness.
In coloring extracts and toilet waters the most popular color
seems to be a clear but not too dark green. The old rule that a
perfume should be colored in accordance with the flower for
which it is named no longer holds true, possibly because now so
many perfumes are not named for flowers. At any rate it is
not unusual to find rose or violet compositions colored green,
though the more usual tints are red and violet, respectively.
Lilac extracts and toilet waters are nearly all tinted with a deli-
cate purple, which is to say a violet, while odors of the lily of
the valley class are consistently colored green. Varying shades
of red are frequently employed for many odors and next to green
are perhaps the most attractive. One of the most modern tints
and it must be admitted one of the most attractive is a clear,
delicate amber.
Some consideration must be given to the container which is
to be used as the more delicate shades do not appear to advantage
in frosted bottles. One of the dangers to avoid, however, is that
of tinting too deeply. This is particularly noticeable in cheap
perfumes which seem to be trying to make up in color* what they
lack in odor.
The problem of coloring perfumed products is a far more
complex one than that of the extracts and toilet waters. Cos-
metics of all kinds, including powders and creams, are fre-
quently though not always colored. Here the color is to be in
direct contact with the skin and not only must not change in
shade while mixed with the other ingredients of the cosmetic but
must be absolutely non-poisonous in its nature. Most perfumers
when using artificial dyes solve this latter difficulty by confining
themselves largely to the so-called certified colors; that is, colors
which have been passed by the United States Department of
Agriculture as non-poisonous in nature and free from all poison-
ous ingredients. The certification is intended to permit the use
of these dyes in food products but serves the useful purpose of